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Buffalo News

 

New	Zealanders	have	been		order-
ing	more	Australian	live	buffalo	to	help	
them	meet	a	growing	local	demand	for	
buffalo	dairy	products.	

In the wake of an initial shipment 
of 18 Northern Territory buffalo to New 
Zealand last December, a total of 40 more 
buffalo were trucked from the Adelaide 
River area outside Darwin in two separate 
consignments in August and September. 

They have gone first to a Quarantine 
holding farm near Melbourne in prepara-
tion for being airfreighted to their new 
home across the Tasman.

New Zealand regulations stipulate 
that prior to shipment to that country, the 
animals spend two months in quarantine, 
isolated from other animals and undergo-
ing a series of tests.  

 The NT buffalo have been bought by 
a group of New Zealand business people 
who intend to use them for producing milk 
and cheese products to be supplied to a 
small farmers market near Auckland. 

The August consignment of 18 yearling 
heifers and a bull departed Darwin  destined 
for quarantine time in southern Australia 
before being flown to New Zealand on 28 

October.  
The September shipment is presently 

going through the quarantine phase in prepa-
ration for a December departure to New Zea-
land.  This group consisted of six seven-
eighth yearling heifers with the balance 
being weaners of both seven-eighth and 
three-quarter crosses. 

More New Zealand exports as 
interest in our dairy buff grows 

ABIC reps in Italy for 
World Buffalo Congress

 See story Page 2

Heading across the Tasman: Northern Territory buffalo are yarded 
ready for loaded for the the first part of their long journey.
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ABIC reps attend 
World Buffalo 

Congress

More Aussie buffalo 
New Zealand bound

ABIC	representatives	Mitch	Humphries	and	
Barry	Lemcke	are	participating	in	this	month’s	8th	
World	Buffalo	Congress at Caserta		in	Italy.		

Queensland buffalo dairy farmer Mitch and Top 
End based buffalo specialist Barry received RIRDC 
funding to attend the 10-day congress program which 
includes the main four-day session and pre and post 
congress activities. Mitch and Barry each booked to un-
dertake one of two pre-congress courses - one on cheese 
manufacturing technologies and the other on buffalo 
breeding management.  They will report back to ABIC 
members about their findings on their return home. 

The main congress sessions are providing oppor-
tunities for delegates to discuss advances in relation to 
broad-ranging aspects of the world buffalo industry, in-
cluding feeding and nutrition,  management, reproduc-
tion, health, food safety and technology, genetics, milk 
and meat production, biotechnology, economics, rearing 
and environmental control. 
 A specific session focussed on issues associated 
with buffalo breeding in industrialized and rural areas 
of new developing countries. 
Planned post-Congress activities include visits to state-
of-the-art breeding farms and ‘caseifici’ - or cheese 
manufacturing - facilities. 
Italian buffalo make up 17% of the world population, 
with local herd numbers increasing 13 fold in 40 years. 

A comprehensive report on the congress will ap-
pear in the next issue of Buffalo News. 

Mitch Humphries (left) and Barry Lemcke - 
representing ABIC at world buffalo talks in Italy

Continued from front page

Tw o  p u r e b r e d 
weaner bulls also accom-
panied the September  
consignment.  

“All three bulls in the 
last two shipments were 
Italian imported semen AI 
bulls from three different 
sires,” Department of Pri-
mary Indujstry and Fisher-
ies buffalo specialist Barry 
Lemcke said. 

“This inclusion will 
allow the New Zealanders 
to cover their herd for four 
generations now without 
getting an inbreeding prob-
lem.  

“The advantage of the 
weaner heifers and bulls 
is that there will now be a 
greater time before calving 
to allow for familiarity with 
the dairy and people. 

Also, when the calves 
are eventually hand-reared, 
the training issues then be-
come less difficult as they 
get used to human contact 
at a much earlier age and 
will be less nervous when 
people are at close quar-
ters.” 

Meanwhile, news in 
relation to the inaugural 
shipment of Northern Ter-
ritory buffalo to New Zea-
land last December is that 
there are now calves on the 
ground and milk is being 
collected.  

“Four male calves 
from the first four born was 
not an auspicious start for 
the new venture,” Barry 
Lemcke said.

“But as with most 
things biological, the sex 
ratios have got close to 
even in the meantime.  That 
shipment contained 17 
heifers and one bull.”

The New Zealand 
owners are gearing up to 
produce cheese from their 
Australian investment.

They booked to attend 
this  month’s 8th World 
Buffalo Congress in Italy-
and were keen to participate 
in the pre-congress Cheese 
Making Technologies and 
Buffalo Breeder Manage-
ment courses as well as the 
Congress sessions and post 
-congress tours.
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Buffalo industry reps attend 
Canberra RIRDC meeting

Live Buffalo exports 
 September 2007

 Rural	Industries	Re-
search	and	Development	
Corporation	 (RIRDC)	
Buffalo	Program	manag-
er	Dr	Peter	McInnes	and	
Buffalo	Advisory	 Com-
mittee	 chairman	 Doug	
Robertson	 attended	 a	
one-day	 forum	 with	 the	
RIRDC	 board	 in	 Can-
berra	on	10	September.

The forum was also 
attended by industry chair-
persons and representatives 
from industry research pro-
viders, eg universities, state 
agricultural departments 
and the CSIRO. 

The meeting’s objec-
tive was to enable RIRDC, 
its key research providers 
and advisory committee 
members to consult on 
significant research and 
development policy and 
management issues and en-
courage dialogue between 
the bodies.

The first session was 
spent outlining RIRDC’s 
new corporate plan and 
the structure and function 
of the three main research 
programs, namely (1) New 
Industries,  (2) Established 
Industries and (3) National 
Rural Issues. A follow-

up workshop examined 
the main issues currently 
facing each of the indus-
tries and their research 
providers.

The third session ex-
plained the current govern-
ment attitude to research 
structure, execution and 
funding and its effects on 
the trends and issues in re-
search provider capacity. 

“It was probably this 
session that was most im-
portant to the buffalo indus-
try as its flexibility, or lack 
of it, will impact heavily 
on any possible relevant 
buffalo research,” Doug 
Robertson said. “The final 

session looked at the appli-
cation procedure, currently 
known as ‘CLARITY’, that 
industry and researchers 
have to use when applying 
for RIRDC funding.

“Hopefully, by the 
time the next Buffalo News 
is distributed, the proceed-
ings of this forum will 
have been circulated and 
a summary of the findings 
can be provided and any 
implications relating to 
the buffalo industry can be 
identified.”

The results of 
the AI effort at Millaa 
Millaa in Far North 
Queensland in June  
have been disappoint-
ing.

“The AI round 
at Mitch Humphries’ 
property  did not give 
results as well as ex-
pected,” Researcher 
Barry Lemcke said.

“Only seven out 
of 25 buffalo insemi-
nated have so far been 
confirmed as pregnant 
as a result of the June 
procedures.”

  During their at-
tendance at the World 
Buffalo Conference 
in Italy in this month, 
Barry and Mitch  have 
booked for workshops 
that they hope will 
help solve the low  AI 
conception rates. 

New ABIC website 
‘Trading Post’ to 
aid buffalo sales

 The Australian Buffalo Industry Council (ABIC) 
website will soon incorporate a Trading Post.
Members will be able to use this facility to  ad-
vertise buffalo being offered for sale. 
The service is expected to be free of charge for 
ABIC members. 
Others will be charged to advertise on the site.
Details will be finalised by the next issue.

ABIC	website:	www.buffaloaustralia.org

The number of buffalo exported live through the Port 
of Darwin now tallies 3117 for the year to date.

A total of 377 buffalo were exported in September, 
with 300 going to Indonesia and the rest to Sabah.

Indonesia remains Australia’s strongest buyer of live 
buffalo with 2204 of this year’s exports being shipped 
to that country. This year’s other buyers have been West 
Malaysia (582), Brunei (179) and Sabah (152).

Live buffalo exports for 2006 totalled 7748.

Latest AI 
results 

disappoint

Doug Robertson (left) with ABIC Secretary Athel Smith during 
this years’s ABIC Annual Conference in the NT



Buffalo News & Views ... 
from around the country 

Australian Buffalo Industry Council
State / Territory Representatives

National 
	 It is getting very close to final report time for the 
current RIRDC project and the establishment of the Buffalo 
Register by ABRI.  If people want to be on the ground floor 
in getting their animals registered please contact Barry 
Lemcke as soon as possible after 1 November to discuss 
their numbers and how they need to be submitted.

Northern Territory
	 Northern Territory buffalo producers are still hold-
ing out hopes that the Litchfield Abattoir, which closed 
down recently, will be purchased soon and relocated 
close to Darwin, allowing the local TenderBuff market 
to re-commence. At present, some buffalo meat is being 
supplied from Pt Lincoln to the Quality Meats Wholesale 

TASMANIA
Phillip Oates (ABIC President) - Ph/Fax: 03 6267 4402
Mob: 0427 889 487 - Email: oystercovebuffalo@hotmail.com

VICTORIA
Athel Smith (ABIC Sec/Treas) - Ph: 03 5965 2368
Mob: 0428 878 207 - Email: narangipark@bigpond.net.au
Robyn Richmond - Ph: 03 5453 3305 - Mobile: 0428 373 234 
Email:shannkirst@bigpond.com.au 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Bob Cook - Ph: 08 8908 7083 - Mob: 0419 866 050
Email: gulfbuffalo@bigpond.com.au
Milton Stevens - Ph: 08 8688 5032 - Mob: 0429 694 736 
Brad Clements - Ph: 08 8682 5543 - Mob: 0419 825 219

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Andrew Stewart - Ph: 08 9381 5955 - Fax: 09 9388 3237
Mob: 0408 094 500 - Email: andrew@adhstewart.com.au

NEW SOUTH WALES
Doug Robertson - Ph: 02 6848 5315 - Fax: 02 6848 5359
Email: dougr@bordernet.com.au 
Greg Giblett - Ph: 02 6769 8316 - Mob:  0428 667 752 
Email: giblett@northnet.com.au

QUEENSLAND
Mitch Humphries - Ph: 07 4097 2544 - Fax: 07 4097 2038
Mob: 0407 254 435 - Email: laurelpark@bigpond.com
Marg Thompson (ABIC Vice Pres) - Ph: 07 5494 4420 - 
 Fax 07 5494 4252 

NORTHERN TERRITORY
Michael Swart - Ph: 08 8947 1661
Mob: 0402 081 661 - Email: michael@wrsc.com.au
Bill Lane - Ph / Fax: 08 8976 7249
Email: buffbill1@bigpond.com
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premises.  It would be good to have a local outlet for 
Northern Territory producers for the cull cows and bulls 
that inevitably crop up in the well managed herds.

	 At the July 2007 Royal Darwin Show, the NT buf-
falo industry was again prominent the through NTBIC’s 
every popular TenderBuff Food Stall. Again the whole 
thing was ably executed by Ernie Schluep and his Swiss 
contingent.  Ernie should be congratulated on his fine ef-
fort again to keep the flag flying. The logistics were not 
as simple as usual, because nine TenderBuff needed to 
be trucked to Gunbalanya’s Oenpelli Abattoir and then 
the carcasses returned to Quality Meats for preparation 
into the steak, sausages and burgers. NTBIC thanks the 
Gunbalanya Meat Supply Co, Quality Meats Pty Ltd and 
Karl Mortensen (chiller truck) for their contributions to 
a successful 2007 show and despite the lack of electrical 
stimulation facilities at the abattoir, the final product was 
still suitably tender for the Show crowd’s satisfaction.
 

New South Wales
	 While the ongoing dry conditions across NSW 
continue to keep  things quiet on the buffalo production 
front, the state’s ABIC representative Doug Robertson 
has been attending to industry matters in his capacity as 
chairman of RIRDC’s Buffalo Advisory Committee. Doug 
recently travelled to Canberra for an important  RIRDC 
forum on research and development policy and manage-
ment issues.(See story Page 2).

Processing TenderBuff at Gunbalanya for NTBIC’s 
Darwin Show stall food supplies


